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Congratulations Buz! 

Buz has been awarded the Graham Gregory Award for 2011.The award is the 

Australian Horticulture Industry’s most prestigious accolade recognising 

outstanding achievements from all sectors in horticulture throughout the 

supply chain. Named after the late Graham Gregory AO who was the first 

chairman of Horticulture Australia’s predecessor, the Horticultural Research & 

Development Corporation the Award was presented to Buz at Horticulture 

Australia’s Gala Function in Sydney recently.  

Fresh Forum 

This activity was jointly sponsored by the Wealth from Water Program, NAB 

and in association with TIAR. The main focus of the day concerned Marketing 

in the broadest sense with updates on the Wealth from Water program, the 

Vegetable Marketing Committee along with consideration of the impacts of 

the Carbon Tax on food production. 

Messages throughout the program reinforced the need for first class 

“Biosecurity”, Workforce Development, Freight Capacity and Marketing if 

Tasmania is to realise the opportunities available to it. It was interesting to 

note that all of these align with current discussions being held by the TAPG 

Board as we update our own Strategic Plan. 

Food Industry Advisory Committee (FIAC) 

The Executive Officer represents the Board on this Committee along with some 

other Directors who attend as representatives of their own industry sector. 

While this group continues to consider the Goals and Priorities of the Economic 

Development Plan many of the same themes as already mentioned above 

emerged through these discussions as well. We were again joined by Minister 

O’Byrne who engaged with the group’s agenda. In particular however, he 

spent some time outlining the three streams of action related to current Forest 

Industry Re-configuration. 



2. 

Annual General Meeting 

The decision to engage an additional speaker from “outside” of the traditional 

agricultural area paid dividends with Rob McGuire,  C.E.O. Tasmanian Freight 

Logistics Council, providing an entertainingly candid view of the freight 

environment both present and in the future. The relationship between his 

presentation and part of TAPG’s current agenda together with the marketing 

issues already detailed was both timely and relevant.  The meeting was well 

attended and we have received many favourable comments on it. 

Rural Industry Training and Education (RITE) Committee 

As detailed in our Chairman’s Report at the AGM, TAPG has been invited to 

join this expanded committee. The Executive Officer was nominated to the role 

because of his background experiences with Education & Training. It was also 

clear from our earlier discussions regarding updating our Strategic Plan that 

Education and Training will be allocated a high priority. Membership of this 

industry stakeholder committee seems to clearly be an obvious way for TAPG 

to work effectively on implementing this priority. Membership is also 

consistent with our on-going strategy of networking with proven partners to 

assist in the overall achievement of our goals for agriculture.  

Ag & Vet Chemical Briefing 

This briefing represents the first face to face engagement with industry since 

the commencement of the review many years ago.  While one outcome was 

the three month deferment on implementation of the regulations it also 

served to highlight the shortcomings of the consultation process in its adoption 

of such an “arm’s length” model. Members of the Legislative Council continue 

to receive representation on this matter.   

St Helens Strategic Plan for Agriculture 

Following representations from both TFGA & TAPG the Department provided 

funding through TFGA for this two day workshop. The quality of discussion was 

excellent and it is to be hoped that that the follow up work including 

dissemination to a wider cross section of industry will see an important  
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consensus document emerge that will guide all decision makers over the 

coming years. This work, together with detailed analysis by the Board of the 

State’s Economic Development Plan, will further inform our current updating 

exercise around our own Strategic Plan. 

Primary Industry Biosecurity Action Alliance (PIBAA) 

A further meeting of the group was held in Hobart. The Secretary, Mark 

Kelleher attended and acknowledged that, through this meeting, he now held 

a clearer view of the primacy of the Biosecurity issue to the success of the 

agricultural industry. He undertook to represent the issue more forcefully at 

the Heads of Agency planning level. In particular he noted that the EDP is a 

fluid document and that biosecurity could be better addressed to reflect the 

priority placed on it by the industry.  Mark also requested that PIBAA provide 

him with a list of biosecurity issues and priorities – a summary of PIBAA 

recommendations prioritised. 

We also met Dr Lloyd Klumpp the new General Manager, Biosecurity & Product 

Integrity Division. (Lloyd accepted an invitation to attend the TAPG December 

meeting where he met the Board and provided insight into his background as 

well as engaging in discussion on current issues.)   

As a result of the meeting it was decided to facilitate a one day workshop: 

“Biosecurity Risk profile and Prioritisation”. Venue: Campbell Town,  Date: 

Wednesday 18 April, 10am – 4pm. 

Tasmania’s GMO-free status 

Macquarie Franklin has been engaged by the Department of Economic 

Development, Tourism and the Arts to prepare a report examining market, 

economic, social and environment issues relating to Tasmania’s GMO-free 

status. 

As part of this work Lance Davey and Thom Goodwin attended our December 

Board Meeting to gather opinion from Board Members. These interviews will  
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continue in early 2012 and members who wish to raise matters relevant to this 

investigation are invited to make direct contact with either Lance or Thom. 

info@macfrank.com.au 

Controlled Traffic Farming 

TAPG in association with TIA and CCNRM will be conducting a second Industry 

Forum on CTF in April next year. The main purposes will be to update 

attendees with progress and trial reports since the first forum in August 2009 

and, most particularly, to work with the group to establish industry agreed 

next steps in further promoting the practice. Full details of the program will be 

circulated early next year. 

Date Claimer  

February 15, TAPG Board Meeting (Venue to be advised) 

February 22, Food Industry Advisory Committee (Launceston) 

February 29, Primary Industry Biosecurity Action Alliance Meeting – PIBAA 

(Launceston) 

April 18, “Biosecurity Risk Profile and Prioritisation Workshop” – PIBAA 

(Campbell Town) 

April 24, CTF Industry Forum 2 (Tram Sheds – Launceston)  

 

“On behalf of the Board may I take this opportunity to extend Seasons 

Greetings to you all as we look forward to another busy and hopefully, 

productive, year.” 

 

Terry Brient 

Executive Officer 

December, 2011   
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